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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Carol Johnson, BLA President 
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WANTED:  Adopt-a-Shoreline volunteers on East Pond, North Pond, Salmon Lake, and McGrath Pond! 

Invasive Aquatics Program 
By Sharon Mann, Invasive Aquatics Director 

 
Map provided by Maine Department of  

Environmental Protection (ME-DEP) 
 

On June 16th, Great Meadow Stream was treated with a low-risk 
herbicide to reduce the size of the invasive milfoil infestation.  

Why herbicide was used in Great Meadow Stream 
 

7 Lakes Alliance and the Belgrade Lakes Association 
supported Maine-DEP’s decision to treat Great Meadow 
Stream with a low-risk herbicide, ProcellaCOR, after 
extensive research on the efficacy and safety of the 
herbicidal product. This one-time treatment will help 
knock back invasive milfoil to a manageable level where 
our milfoil divers can continue to remove regrowth 
sustainably while preventing the infestation from 
spreading. In other words, the herbicide treatment is not a 
silver bullet to eradicate ALL invasive milfoil! We will be 
monitoring wildlife, native plants, and water quality 
regularly to determine whether this new herbicide product 
can be used in other milfoil infestations in the Belgrade 
Lakes Region. Note: the areas in green are possible 
treatment areas in 2023. For more information, please 
contact sharon.mann@7lakesalliance.org.  

 

 
Do you know how to identify the “11 most unwanted 

invasive aquatic plants”?  
 
No? That’s alright; we can teach you! Attend one of our 
invasive aquatic plant and Adopt-A-Shoreline training 
events (schedule below)! 
 
Wednesdays until August 25th 
10:00 am - 11:30 am  
137 Main St, Belgrade Lakes  
 
Thursdays until August 26th 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 
The Fairview Grange, Smithfield 
 
 
 

Do you spend time on the water? If the answer is “yes,” you qualify to be an Adopt-A-Shoreline volunteer! We are 
seeking eyes on the water to help identify new aquatic plants in the area. Scan the code on the map for more 
information!  

Scan the QR Code



MILFOIL MANAGEMENT PLAN PIVOTS WITH STATE GUIDANCE
By Richard LaBelle, BLA Board Member, Milfoil Chair
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We do not want to see this happen here!

(continued on page 5)



MILFOIL MANAGEMENT (continued from page 4) 
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THE ANNUAL BLA RAFFLE – 
YOU’RE INVITED TO JOIN THE FUN!!!

By George Atkinson, BLA Board Member

Since its inception just fifteen years ago, the BLA raffle has become a summer tradition in the Belgrade 
Lakes region.  With tickets sold at the post office and Farmers Market throughout the summer and also at 
the annual meeting, the raffle is the BLA’s largest fundraiser.  Last year’s sales set a record, generating over 
$46,000!
In the past, the two-person raffle tables have been staffed primarily by BLA Board of Directors along with a 
few stalwart BLA members.  We welcome more of our members to become involved.  
In addition to raising income to protect our lakes, some of the perks of staffing a raffle table include:

-	 Explaining the mission of the BLA
-	 Discussing the BLA’s major initiatives:  water quality; milfoil and phosphorous remediation;  
	 loon preservation
-	 Getting reacquainted with friends and neighbors you haven’t seen since last summer
-	 Sharing what you like most about the Belgrades with new vacationers
-	 Watching with amazement the speed at which vehicles travel through town!

The 2022 raffle kicked off over the Memorial Day weekend and will run through August 14.  Please contact 
George Atkinson (gatkinson295@yahoo.com), our raffle table scheduler, to join the fun and staff some 
shifts.  Become part of this wonderful Belgrade tradition!

Milfoil “not welcome” here!
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YOUTH CONSERVATION CORP (YCC) UPDATE 
By Stuart Cole, YCC Director

New dripline trench installed here.

Buffer vegetation prevents runoff.

Rip-rap ready for shoreline use.
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7 LAKES ALLIANCE AT WORK THIS SUMMER
By Lynn Matson, 7 Lakes Alliance Board of Directors Co-Chair and BLA Immediate Past President

(continued on page 9)

Stuart Cole

Jonathan Milne
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7 LAKES ALLIANCE (continued from page 8)

Anthony Wilson

Another postcard from Thelma 
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1st Tracy Cove man-made floating nest, c. 1995
Photo courtesy of Craig Killingbeck

MASLAK FAMILY LOON NESTING PLATFORM
By Blaine Horrocks, BLA Board Treasurer, Loon Project Volunteer

Instructions for a floating loon nest
Courtesy of Alan Starr, Maine IF&W

Tracy Cove loon nest refurbishing party
L to R:  Pete Kallin, Reen Maslak, Dick Greenan, 

Roy Lane

(continued on page 11)
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LOON NESTING  (continued from page 10)

Acknowledgements:  I would like personally to thank the Maslak family, Dr. Timothy Comeford, Craig Killingbeck, Lee Attix, and 
Dick Greenan for their significant contributions and support in making this historical account possible.

2018 Tracy Cove loon nest with the avian guard  
Photo Courtesy of Dick Greenan

2022 Tracy Cove loon nest with volunteers 
Nattie and Blaine Horrocks hard at work

The finished Maslak platform
L to R, Dr. Tim and Ginny Comeford, Blaine and 

Nattie Horrocks, Dick Greenan, Roy Lane



  

12

GREAT POND AND LONG POND WATER QUALITY UPDATE
By Dr. Danielle Wain, Lake Science Director, 7 Lakes Alliance

(continued on page 13)
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WATER QUALITY  (continued from page 12)
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MAINE’S FIRST BOATING LICENSE LAW GOES INTO EFFECT IN 2024!
An Act To Improve Boating Safety on Maine Waters

CHAPTER 656 PUBLIC LAW - APRIL 23, 2022
By Dick Greenan, BLA Board Member

15 yr. old Benjamin is at the helm!
Is he legal?  Read on further for the answer!

Maine’s minimum age to operate
 a Jet Ski remains 16.

Is Benjamin Legal?  

Fortunately, although Benjamin is only 15 yrs. old, he is driving an 
8 hp Evinrude, well under the 25 hp minimum.  BTW, 15-yr. old Ben 
also satisfies the 10-yr. old lifejacket requirement.
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MAKING FRIENDS, RECONNECTING WITH LOVED ONES, 
AND ALWAYS LEARNING!

By Matti Bradley, Commodore of Great Pond Yacht Club
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YOU’RE BACK, WE’RE BACK
LET’S BACK THE BLA

And win a boat in the 2022 BLA raffle!

Miller 
Canoe Co

Preserve and protect!
Andy Cook, Raffle ChairmanAndy and company

A generous member, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
donated this wonderful canoe.
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2022 BLA LOON SURVEY UPDATE
By Dick Greenan, Chairman, BLA Loon Preservation Project

Tracy Cove’s new “Robinson Floating Nest”

One of our first returning loons this 
spring was a 2021 banded male. 

Photograph by Alex Wall.

Long Pond’s Beaver Cove floating nest

2022 Adult loon intruder fleeing after 
encountering the nesting pair in Long 

Pond’s Tracy Cove
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By Dick Greenan

3” flow over the stone spillway

Local contractor, Steve Liberty, is opening  
up the frozen Salmon Lake Dam.

Inter-lakes Dams Report
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In Memoriam: Dan “Tree” Robbins

Dan ‘Tree’ Robbins

By Joy Meason Intriago



BELGRADE LAKES 
ASSOCIATION
137 Main Street

P.O. Box 551
Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918

Phone: 
207.512.5150
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info@blamaine.org

Web: 
belgradelakesassociation.org
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Carol Johnson 
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Steve Smith 
Secretary

George Atkinson 
John Atkinson
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Pat Donahue
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Stephanie Gardner 
Dick Greenan
Louise Hogan 
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The newsletter staff (Polly Beatie, Liz Fontaine and Marcel Schnee) hope you enjoy this edition.  

Printed by The Print Shop in the Village, marcelprints@outlook.com.


